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Abstract

This memo examines the consequences of current immigration
practices in the United States. Recently, there has been a rise in
discriminatory immigration policy as ICE raids in the US are
ramping up. Policy changes within the U.S. Supreme Court have
given ICE more discretion when making arrests, allowing racial
profiling. This memo highlights security, discrimination, and the
lack of due process within the immigration system.

The map above shows the removal cases by US zip code origin in 2025.
(US deportation map).
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Definitions

ICE: U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT. THEY ENFORCE
IMMIGRATION LAW AND ARE AN AGENCY IN THE DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY (U.S. IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT).

DACA: DEFERRED ACTION OF CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS. ESTABLISHED IN 2012 IT
OFFERS TEMPORARY PROTECTION AND WORK PERMITS FOR UNDOCUMENTED
IMMIGRANTS WHO ARRIVED IN THE UNITED STATES AS CHILDREN (U.S. CITIZENSHIP
AND IMMIGRATION SERVICES).

TPS: TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS IS ATEMPORARY IMMIGRATION
STATUS GRANTED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT TO NATIONALS OF COUNTRIES
FACING SEVERE CRISES LIKE ONGOING ARMED CONFLICT, ENVIRONMENTAL

DISASTERS, OR EXTRAORDINARY CONDITIONS THAT PREVENT THEIR SAFE
RETURN. (AMERICAN IMMIGRATION COUNCIL).

DHS: THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY, A FEDERAL
CABINET-LED AGENCY CREATED IN 2002 TO PROTECT THE NATION FROM TERRORIST
ATTACKS AND OTHER THREATS, MANAGE BORDERS, ENFORCE IMMIGRATION LAWS,

RESPOND TO DISASTERS, AND SAFEGUARD CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE AND (U.S.
DHS).

DISCRIMINATION: WHEN PEOPLE ARE TREATED UNFAIRLY BECAUSE OF THEIR RACE,
ETHNICITY, LANGUAGE, OR IMMIGRATION STATUS. (AMERICAN IMMIGRATION
COUNCIL, 2023).

ASYLUM: PROTECTION FOR PEOPLE WHO CANNOT SAFELY RETURN TO THEIR HOME COUNTRY
BECAUSE THEY MIGHT BE HARMED FOR THEIR RACE, RELIGION, NATIONALITY, POLITICAL
BELIEFS, OR BEING PART OF A CERTAIN GROUP. PEOPLE GRANTED ASYLUM CAN STAY IN THE
UNITED STATES AND MAY EVENTUALLY APPLY TO BECOME PERMANENT RESIDENTS (USCIS).
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PROBLEM DEFINITION

Overview ol the
Policy Problem

There is currently intense policy discourse and
government action on immigration in the United States,
as the current administration has moved swiftly to
implement mass deportations and large-scale ICE raids.
These practices raise urgent concerns about both
security and justice. Reports indicate that people are
being detained based on their appearance or
perceived immigration status, a practice that fosters
discrimination and disproportionately targets
communities of color. Actions like these undermine
public trust in law enforcement and risk violating
constitutional protections against unequal treatment. At
the same time, many deportations are occurring without
proper due process. Immigrants facing expedited
removal often lack access to legal representation, full
hearings, or the opportunity to even contest their
detention. This lack of procedural protections has
heightened the risk of wrongful deportations and have
eroded credibility in the U.S. legal system. However, the
current government administration is taking these
actions because they see illegal immigration as a serious
problem and a risk to security. There were 14 million
undocumented immigrants in the United States in
2023, which is a drastic increase from 2019, where
this number was 10.2 million (Krogstad, J, & Passel, J,
2025). This reality has been framed by the current
government administration as a security issue. But,
framing immigration enforcement as primarily a security
issue diverts resources from other threats, while
creating fear and instability in communities across
the country. Current immigration enforcement practices
present a problem to the safety and security of
inhabitants of the United States. Without reform, these
practices will continue to weaken trust in institutions,
perpetuate inequality, and compromise fairness and
effectiveness of U.S. security policy.

Unauthorized immigrants were 27% of
the U.S. foreign-born population in 2023

Foreign-born population estimates, 2023

Unauthorized immigrants
14.0 million (27%)

protection
8.0 million

Lawful

permanent
2 residents
- 11.9 million
Temporary (23%)
lawful residents .
2.1 million (4%)

Lawful immigrants
37.8 million (73%)

Naturalized
citizens
23.8 million
(46%)

Total U.S. foreign-born population in 2023:

51.8 million

The figure depicts the legal status of

immigrants in the United States for the

year 2023. It is important to note that
those who fall into the category of

“Unauthorized" may still have some level
of legal status; they just do not have full
legal protections. Technically those with
DACA, TPS, or who are awaiting asylum

status would fall under that category

(Pew Research Center, 2025).
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MAIN POINTS

Security

Immigration is often framed as a national security issue, with walls, checkpoints, and
enforcement spending highlighted in reports and political statements. While these metrics
dominate the conversation, they obscure the human impact. Security is not measured
in numbers. It is a mother holding her child as they cross a desert at night, a father sending
money home while missing birthdays, or teenagers waking up uncertain whether their
parents will remain. Migration is frequently portrayed as a threat, but the true insecurity
arises from exposure to violence, hunger, environmental crises, and political instability in
home countries. Effective security must account for these human realities.

Economic stability is also central to security. Immigrants are critical to the U.S.
workforce as farmworkers, nurses, engineers, and childcare providers. More than seventy
percent of U.S. farmworkers are foreign-born, and immigrants contributed over two
trillion dollars to the economy in 2016. Policies that frame immigrants as threats while
failing to address labor protections, rising costs of living, and systemic economic inequalities
do not improve security—they worsen it.

Trust in institutions is another component of security. Misinformation about voter fraud
has spread widely, despite extremely low rates of occurrence. Security in a democracy
depends on fairness, confidence in institutions, and the perception of neighbors as
community members rather than threats.

Immigration and security goals are not mutually exclusive. Migrants seek safety, communities
seek stability, and policymakers seek functioning systems. Expanding legal pathways,
strengthening community and economic protections, and safeguarding rights improve overall
security. Security is not defined by exclusion; it is defined by the ability of people to
live, work, and participate in society safely and with dignity.
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MAIN POINTS

Discrimination

Current immigration policy has increasingly opened the door to discriminatory practices that
target individuals based on appearance, language, and perceived status. The recent
Supreme Court emergency ruling in Vasquez Perdomo v. Noem illustrates this trend. In a
6-3 decision, the Court granted the administration’s request to allow immigration officers to
stop or detain people based on race or ethnicity, speaking another language or accented
English, being present in certain locations such as agricultural sites, or working in particular
industries (Vasquez Perdomo v. Noem, 2025). While lower courts had recognized these factors
as clear racial profiling, the Supreme Court’'s decision permits immigration enforcement
to rely on them as legitimate grounds for interrogation and detention of individuals.
This decision stems from a broader history of decisions like the Immigration and Nationality
Act (INA), which, particularly following post 9/11 expansions, prioritized enforcement over civil
liberties of citizens (U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, 2019). While the stated goal is
national security and border integrity, the effect of these policies has been the
institutionalization of racial profiling as a legitimate tool, particularly against
Latino/Hispanic and Asian-American communities.

The implications of this ruling are profound. By legitimizing appearance and language-
based policing, the Court risks blurring the line between immigration enforcement and
outright discrimination. Millions of U.S. citizens and lawful residents who “look foreign” or
speak with an accent could now face increased harassment, surveillance, and detention
without any evidence of any wrongdoing (Office of Representative Dan Goldman, 2025).
Instead of improving security, these practices foster distrust in law enforcement and deepen
divisions within communities. They create a two-tiered system of justice in which certain
groups, particularly Latinos and immigrant workers, are presumed suspicious solely because of
who they are or the work they do (Altman, Broder, D'Avanzo, 2025). This ruling underscores
how current immigration policy, under the banner of security, is reinforcing systemic
discrimination and eroding the civil rights protections that are meant to apply equally
to all Americans.

Criminal Convitions
28.5%

The pie chart (Tracereports.org, 2025) illustrates that 71.5% of detained
immigrants in 2025 have no criminal convictions. This suggests that the
majority of detentions are not related to criminal activity, indicating that

immigrants may be targeted based on factors other than criminal behavior. 71.5%
No Criminal Conviction
715%
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MAIN POINTS

[.ack of Due Process

The fifth amendment of The U.S. Constitution states that no person shall be
deprived of life, liberty, or property without due process of the law. This amendment
specifically says a person not just a citizen; meaning that even those who are
undocumented still, by rule of The U.S. Constitution are entitled to legal counsel and the
ability to represent themselves in court (American Immigration Council, N.D.) The loophole
the current government administration is aiming to use to avoid giving immigrants due
process before deportation proceedings is the Alien Enemies Act. The Alien Enemies Act
originated in 1798 and was a wartime procedure that allowed any male over the age of 14 to
be removed from the country and declared an alien (Peak, 2021). According to the white
house, the goal of executing the Alien Enemies Act was to be able to more efficiently
remove members of the Tren de Aragua gang. This organization was declared a
transnational criminal organization by former President Biden and a foreign terrorist
organization by President Trump (Otis, 2025). This Venezuelan based gang is known to be
very violent and dangerous, and there have been numerous associated arrests and
deportations made in connection with the organization (Otis, 2025). But it is currently under
debate if this was a fair implementation of the Alien Enemies Act. There is legal discourse
whether this executive order was entirely lawful. With this act enabled it would allow for
more swift deportations without due process in court, which is a major risk to the
integrity of the United States immigration system. This legal battle will likely proceed
until it reaches the Supreme Court.

Due process is an important part of the foundation of the United States' legal system
and is very prevalent within immigration policy. One element of granting all individuals due
process of the law within the United States is having access to representation in court. If
there was no requirement for all individuals to have representation in court, the risk of
wrongful criminal conviction would drastically increase. Individuals need legal counsel and
to be able to have an immigration court case heard. This ensures that in the event an
individual is deported there would be evidence of a case, and that they would not be

With Attorney

deported against the law. 283%

0,
The pie chart (Tracereports.org, 2025) shows that 76.7% of detained and 76.7% Wihout At
deported immigrants lacked legal representation during their deportation e
hearings, highlighting a significant gap in access to due process.
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Conclusions &
Recommendations

Unfortunately, due to the current political context in the United States policy alternatives are not
easy to come by. The baseline way to address the lack of security, discrimination, and violation of
due process laws is to expand legal support to immigrants. In ideal policy context laws would be
abided by, and the court decision Vasquez Perdomo v. Noem would be overturned..., But in the
meantime increasing access to legal counseling, immigration attorneys, and immigration courts
could help protect those at risk of being deported.

The number of undocumented immigrants that continue to come into the United States is an issue
that needs to be addressed. When targeting this policy issue, having ethical strategies is key.
These strategies would aim to not break apart families, profile individuals, or be violent. It is
essential to remember that all individuals must still be treated with dignity and humanity, which is
why existing laws are in place to protect their rights. For future policy changes, it would be
important to propose measures that focus on strengthening border security while ensuring that
enforcement practices remain lawful and non-discriminatory.

Immigration policy in the United States has been kicked around like a football between different
political parties. Currently, there are policies that prioritize mass deportations, racial profiling, and
denial of due process that have eroded trust in institutions but also undermined principles of
fairness and equality that U.S. democracy claims to build on. Reform must center on rights and
ensuring individuals fair and ethical treatment. This can be done by banning discriminatory
practices, ensuring due process, improving border security, and improving access to legal
counseling for immigrants, policymakers can work on making the immigration system effective and
just. But any reform also needs to center around ensuring individuals are following a legal process.
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