
Environmental Ethics
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Elon University, Fall 2017
Alamance 218 and Loy Farm  

MW 1:45-3:15 (when at Loy)
Professor Anthony Weston

Department of Philosophy, Spence 109 (Philosophy and Religion Pavilion)

Phone: x5699 (278-5699)  E-mail: <weston@elon.edu>

Office hours: MW directly after class, and by appointment (please ask)
Aims of this course
The primary aim of this course is to enable students to understand and articulate the fundamental ethical and cultural values at stake in environmental questions, as well as the history and diversity of the general frameworks out of which those values arise. We explore five environmental-ethical frameworks:

1) Anthropocentrism: an ethic that values nature solely as a means to human survival and well-being. The default ethic in much thinking about nature, and faulted for much of our destructiveness, a human-centered ethic nonetheless might take us a long way toward environmental care when we fully recognize our own dependence on the natural world.
2) The Ethics of Responsibility, or Sustainability: a more thorough-going ethic of adjustment to natural flows and limits and reduction and redirection of human impacts on nature, for the sake of humanity’s long-term well-being but also of Earth’s well-being as a whole. Value as human-generated; Nature as System. 

3) Ethical Extensionism, or the “Expanding Circle”: the project of articulating ethical first principles that encompass both humans and other animals and the land, taking us thoroughly beyond our habitual human-centeredness toward a much wider perspective. Value as objective; Nature as an object of value. 

4) Religious Environmental Ethics, or Ecotheology: visions of the place of the divine in the cosmos that make a place for the sanctity of natural beings and nature itself, re-conceiving right relation, stewardship, and justice beyond the human community and then within it. Value as right responsiveness to Nature as sacred. 

5) Indigenous relations to nature: more than an ethic, The Old Way is a way of being, rooted in multi-centric awareness, etiquette, and reciprocity, a way of life shaped by covenant and negotiation with and within a world alive in all its parts – “All Our Relations”. Value as intersubjective (beyond the human); Nature as a participant in ethical relation.

Another aim of this course is to enable students to deal with ethical issues in general, and environmental-ethical issues in particular, more intelligently and constructively than we typically do in a society that today tends to cast ethical issues as pitched, zero-sum battles between irreconcilable opposites. By contrast, we will approach environmental-ethical issues with the aim of learning to make an intelligent, constructive, and cooperative difference – a skill that should serve you well in your future work as environmental professionals and citizens in a world facing major ecological challenges. 

SEEDs and Scenarios

Over the course of the term each of you will be challenged to continuously evolve your own environmental ethic through weekly writings addressing the readings and writing prompts. For short, these are called your SEEDs (for Synthetic Environmental Ethics in Development). SEEDs are due every week by 8 pm Sunday night (so I can read them before class meets the next day) and will get feedback and a grade through Moodle. Your final paper will be an elaborated and “final” (for now!) version of your SEED. On our Moodle site there is a more detailed introduction to the SEEDs. 
Class sessions will include many different activities, from elaborating and exploring the readings to role-playing scenarios, design projects, and field trips. Most classes will begin with a written check-in, usually a specific question about the reading from which discussion can take off. Most weeks, in-class work will partly be built around a scenario – sometimes a debate or role-play, sometimes some kind of project or other challenge, usually working from the week’s readings – that will call for active involvement from everyone, mostly working in groups or otherwise as appropriate. Through the term the scenarios gradually become more difficult – anyway we will ask more in our engagement with them – and the course ends by giving full attention to several free-standing scenarios, the last of which will be the collective “final” for the course. 

Required Books (in the order needed):
Anthony Weston, An Invitation to Environmental Philosophy (Oxford).
Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac (Oxford).  I prefer that you get the illustrated edition – the one in the bookstore – but if cost is a major consideration, it also fine to buy a much cheaper one and borrow someone else’s for the pictures.
Michael Northcott, A Moral Climate: The Ethics of Global Warming (Orbis).
Gary Snyder, The Practice of the Wild (Perseus)
Other readings from a wide variety of sources will be posted to the class Moodle site: see the schedule for details. 
Tentative schedule
( This is tentative only! Always check the “Current Assignments” box on Moodle for details and changes! (
For Wednesday, 8/30: Introduction: a first conceptual toolbox for environmental ethics
Read (before our first class): Syllabus; “Your SEED: Getting Started”; A 21st Century Ethical Toolbox, Chapter 1 through pp. 13; and “What is Environmental Ethics?” All of these are on Moodle.
For the week of 9/4 and 9/6: Opening ethical frameworks
Read: on Moodle, read A 21st Century Ethical Toolbox, Chapter 4 (“Taking Values Seriously”) through p. 112, and 6 (“The Ethics of Happiness”) through p. 198 (you can skim the readings; concentrate on the text proper), and questions 5 & 6 on pp. 201-202. 
Write: your first SEED is due on Moodle by 8 pm Sunday 9/3 (see instructions under the “SEED” heading on Moodle) 

For the week of 9/11 and 9/13: Rethinking anthropocentrism
Read: A 21st Century Ethical Toolbox, Chapters 5 (“The Ethics of the Person”) and 8 (“The Ethics of Relationship”). Again you can skim the readings; concentrate on the text proper. There will also be a reading to set up the second scenario.
Write: SEED due Sunday 9/10 by 8 pm
For the week of 9/18 and 9/20: Sustainability


Read: Excerpts from Andre Edwards, The Sustainability Revolution”, and Weston, “Sustainability as an Ethics” (all on Moodle) + TBA
Write: SEED due Sunday 9/17 by 8 pm
Note also: Film, “Disruption” (0n climate change and global migration), Tuesday 9/19 in Global Commons 103, 7 pm. Not required but recommended!
( 9/20: Field trip to Arcadia Co-Housing Community, Carrboro
For the week of 9/25 and 9/27: Extensionism
Read: Holmes Rolston, “Ethics on the Home Planet” and Val Plumwood, “Paths Beyond Human-Centredness” in Weston, Invitation to Environmental Philosophy
Write: SEED due Sunday 9/24 by 8 pm
For the week of 10/2 and 10/4: The Land Ethic
Read: - Aldo Leopold, Sand County Almanac (“The Land Ethic” and other selections) and Jim Cheney, “The Journey Home”, in Weston, Invitation to Environmental Philosophy
Write: SEED due Sunday 10/1 by 8 pm
For the week of 10/9 and 10/11: Rethinking discovery and re-discovery 

In (dis)honor of Columbus Day…
Read: “Defloration”, from Frederick Turner’s Beyond Geography, and Barry Lopez, “The Rediscovery of North America” (Moodle)
Write: SEED due Sunday 10/8 by 8 pm
Monday 10/16 is Fall Break
For 10/18: Beginning eco-theology 

Read: Michael Northcott, A Moral Climate, Chapter 2 and selections from Roger Gottlieb, A Greener Faith (Moodle)
Write: SEED due Tuesday 10/17 by 8 pm

For the week of 10/23 and 10/25: More eco-theology
Read: Northcott, A Moral Climate, Chapters 3 and 8 
Write: SEED due Sunday 10/22 by 8 pm
( Monday 10/23: Class meets at Timberlake Farm in Whitsett 
For the week of 10/30 and 11/1: Old Ways
Read: David Abram, “A More Than Human World”, in Weston, Invitation to Environmental Philosophy 

- Gary Snyder, “The Etiquette of Freedom” and “The Woman Who Married a Bear”, from The Practice of the Wild
Write: SEED due Sunday 10/29 by 8 pm
( Monday 10/30: Halloween party (TBA)

For the week of 11/6 and 11/8: Old Ways, continued
Read: Gregory Cajete, selections from Look to the Mountain: An Ecology of Indigenous Education

- Anthony Weston, “Multicentrism” http://www.umweltethik.at/download.php?id=399
Write: SEED due Sunday 11/5 by 8 pm
( Possible field trip to Conservators Center, Mebane?
For the week of 11/13 and 11/15: Skills for Ethical Practice
Read: A 21st Century Ethical Toolbox, Chapters 11-14 (excerpts TBA)

Write: SEED due Sunday 11/12 by 8 pm
The week of 11/20 and 11/22 is Thanksgiving Break
For the week of 11/27 and 11/29: Extended Practice Scenario
Read: Practice Scenario readings (TBA)
Write: SEED due Sunday 11/26 by 8 pm
For the week of 12/4 and 12/6: Final Scenario introduced
Read: Final Scenario readings (TBA)
Write: No SEED writing due
Thursday 12/14, 1-4 pm: Final
We tackle the Final Scenario in whatever way it turns out to need tackling. 

Read: There may be short additional Final Scenario readings (TBA)
Write: Your final SEED (summary statement: this will be longer than usual) is due by the final time
( Note: This is the very last final period, and more than a whole week after our last class. I don’t want to lose the meeting hours, but I also have no particular commitment to this schedule. The final is not an in-class exam, but a final discussion with a final SEED due as well. So we could try to reschedule the discussion earlier in final week, with the final SEED still due at the scheduled time (submitted on Moodle anyway, so you wouldn’t still need to be on campus). We’ll need to discuss and decide on a plan for this soon.
Grades
Your SEED work, altogether, counts for half of your grade. There will be twelve weekly entries plus your final statement. You submit these on Moodle and get feedback from me also on Moodle; and Moodle will automatically keep a running grade average so you can tell where you stand at any time.
One-quarter of your grade is based on your preparation, as judged mainly by your overall grade on the weekly Check-ins. These will be short-answer quick-writes, normally at the beginning of class, based on the readings. You will get general feedback on Moodle as well as a grade: again Moodle will keep a running average. We’ll mostly do these by hand because we will not have enough bandwidth at Loy Farm for everyone to be online at once.
The remaining quarter of your grade is based on your contributions to the Scenarios: that is, your contributions to group work (since most of the Scenarios will be group challenges), your individual and group’s contribution to general discussion, and the role-plays. 
Notice that although I do not separately list attendance as a factor in your grade, attendance is necessary both to do the check-ins (since the check-ins are critical to the set-up of the day’s class, normally there are no make-ups) and take part in the Scenarios. Attendance is expected unless there are serious impediments to your coming.

Please note that you must have a passing grade (D, 1.0, or higher) in all three major categories of graded work – the SEED writing; the regular check-ins; and the scenarios – to pass this course. 
Other business

Meeting place
We have an assigned classroom – A218 – but I would prefer to meet outside most of the time, in keeping with our theme, of course! In particular, I would like to meet at Loy Farm as long as we are comfortable there, perhaps shifting to the Lodge for colder weather (there is a fireplace) although the last scenario will probably require coming back to campus. Another subject for the first day of class. 

Field trips

I am planning trips to Arcadia Co-Housing Community in Carrboro, Timberlake Farm in Whitsett, possibly Hart’s Mill Ecovillage near Mebane and the Conservators’ Center near Burlington. Some dates are listed in the schedule with a “(”. However, how much traveling we can do will depend on significantly on your schedules (other classes or commitments before and after class). Also I am hoping some of you are certified to drive Elon vans and would be willing to do so for this class – please let me know!
Food
Long afternoon classes call for some refreshments! I will provide them on the first days and for the final; the other days I would like to divide up the task and have 1 or 2 people per day provide food. Please bring healthy food (fruit, bread, hummus…) plus drinks (also healthy, e.g. not carbonated). I will post a signup sheet on Moodle. Try to bring foods that don’t require spoons, forks, or plates. In keeping with environmental responsibility, you should always bring your own glasses/mugs. This includes some field-trip days. 
Affinity beings
In keeping with the Old Way framework, I will ask each student to pick an animal or natural world “affinity being” which you will present and speak as at a Fire Circle ceremony on 11/6. More on this in due time, but you might want to be thinking about it from the start: what animal or natural being or force do you identify, do you think “is” you? If you have a pretty good idea of the answer, keep alert for tokens of your affinity being that you might bring when you declare yourself. 
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