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Endowed Grant Application Spring 2026

Important Dates & Eligibility:
· All funds must be spent within the academic/fiscal year of the award (June 1-May 31).
· All application materials must be submitted by March 13th in PDF format
· Applicants must have a minimum GPA of 3.2 overall and 3.2 in the major/discipline.
· Students must be registered for at least one credit of 4998 or 4999 in two semesters (Fall, Winter, or Spring).
· Successful applicants typically have completed some initial research activities prior to applying. (e.g., literature review, pilot work, or project planning)
Submission Instructions:
· Submit one complete PDF file.
· File name format: (Department_StudentLastName_MentorLastName_GrantName_Year)
· Example: PSY_Basquin_Smith_Rawls_2026-2027
· Submit your application using the link on the Endowed Grant webpage: HEREPLEASE NOTE
The Elon URP understands that disciplines vary with respect to the questions below, and that abstracts for creative work differ from those for scientific studies. The questions below must be addressed for any proposed project, and the abstract and proposal should include sufficient information so that they will be understood by a general audience. When possible, avoid technical language or provide explanations of appropriate terminology.


Application Content: 
This section must be completed by all applicants. The application must address the following:
A. Cover Sheet
a. Fill out the official cover sheet provided below and use it as the first page of your application.
B. Project Summary Abstract: (Maximum 500 words) 
a. Background and Rationale
i. What is the scholarly or creative context for this project? This could be a literature review.
ii. What prior work (your own or others’) informs this study?
b. Research Question or Focus
i. What is the central research question, problem, hypothesis, or creative inquiry guiding your project?
ii. Why is this question, problem, hypothesis, or area of inquiry important within your discipline?
c. Methods or Approach
i. How are you investigating this question (e.g., methodology, creative process, analytical approach)?
ii. What data, materials, or sources are being used, and how?
d. Current Findings and Progress (complete only if your research project has begun)
i. Describe any results, insights, or outcomes that have emerged thus far. If data collection or creative work has not yet begun, briefly describe the preparatory work completed to date (e.g., literature review, instrument or protocol development, IRB preparation, pilot testing, or initial archival work).
ii. If applicable, describe any preliminary patterns, insights, or conclusions that can reasonably be drawn at this stage of the project.
e. Significance and Implication
i. How does this work contribute to your discipline, broader scholarship, or practice?
f. References
i. Cite relevant scholarly work using citation conventions appropriate to your discipline (e.g., APA, CSE).
C. Future Research Plans 
This section is required only for students whose projects have already received funding from the University including Grants in Aid, SURE, previous Endowed Grants, and Fellows Fundings (i.e., Elon College Fellows, Honors Fellows etc.) Please note that scholarship money can be omitted, only outline fund spent directly on your project. The advancement plan should include the following and explain how this endowed grant will support the next phase of the project. Please address the following:
a. Briefly describe how any prior funding has been used (or will be used)
b. Outline the next steps of your project.
i. How will these next steps advance your understanding of, or impact your research question and outcomes?
ii. What methods, data collection, or analysis need to be done?
c. Explain how additional funding from this endowed grant will allow you to accomplish your research goals. 
d. Cite relevant scholarly work, using discipline-appropriate citation methods 
D. Mentoring and Educational Components
a. Student Responsibilities (faculty mentor writes this section)
i. Describe the specific research responsibilities the student will undertake.
b.  Educational Benefits to the Student (student writes this section)
i. Explain what the student expects to learn from this project and how it contributes to their academic, professional, or scholarly development.
c. Mentoring Plan (faculty mentor writes this section)
i. Describe the planned mentoring relationship (e.g., frequency of meetings, feedback processes, supervision of research activities).
d.  Special Circumstances (if applicable)
i. Describe any special circumstances that may affect registration, timeline, or project completion.
E. Budget 
a. Provide a projected budget in table format that explains how grant funds will be used to advance the project. List each expense and anticipated cost. Allowable expenses may include equipment, participant incentives, professional services (e.g., transcription), or research-related travel. Budgets should be realistic, clearly itemized, and explicitly aligned with the proposed methods and project timeline. Note: Students and Elon faculty may not be paid for their labor.
F. Mentor Biographical Sketch (written by mentor – max 1 page)
a. Include a biographical sketch of the faculty mentor. Be sure to highlight expertise relevant to the proposed research. Include evidence of mentoring experience or commitment to undergraduate research.
G. Student transcript and GPA (an unofficial copy from OnTrack will suffice). 
a. Find your in-major GPA through the degree audit in OnTrack and include it on the form below where it asks for GPA.
[bookmark: _Int_VaJFryy8]Collaborative projects: Endowed Grants are for individual research projects. While some projects may have collaborative characteristics (e.g., joint data collection), students’ individual projects must be able to stand on their own. Student applications must be unique and individually developed with the faculty mentor.

If you are awarded funding: You will be expected to seek reimbursement through UR office (reimbursement forms are available on our website and in Powell 108). Please submit receipts for reimbursement by the dates noted in your award letter. 
· The fiscal year runs June 1-May 31 and all funds must be used within the 2025-2026 fiscal year. Thus, endowed grants do not carry over into the next academic/fiscal year. Any funds that are not spent will not be accessible after the academic/fiscal year closes. 
· If you wish to use the funds for conference travel, note that all expenses are charged to the month when travel ends, whether tickets, conference registration etc. were purchased ahead of time or not. 
· Items purchased with endowed grant funding are the property of Elon University.
· We do not pay students or Elon faculty for their labor (e.g., transcription, inter-rater reliability) but we do reimburse for gift cards for participants and professional transcription like rev.com.	
· Barring extenuating circumstances, students who receive research funding from the program are expected to submit to present at the Spring Undergraduate Research Forum (SURF) in the academic year the award is given or the following academic year.

REMOVE ALL OF THE ABOVE PAGES AND ONLY INCLUDE PROPOSAL COVER SHEET + SIGNATURES IN YOUR APPLICATION.




Endowed Grant Application Cover Sheet
	Student Name:
	Click here to enter text.
	· Student Campus Box:
	Click here to enter text.
	· Student Local Phone:
	Click here to enter text.
	· Student’s Major(s):
	Click here to enter text.
	· Student’s Current Year in School at time of application 
	First year
	

	
	Second year (sophomore)
	

	
	Third year (junior)
	

	
	Fourth year (senior)
	

	· GPA
	Overall
	

	· 
	In Major(s) (as reported in OnTrack degree audit)
	

	· Student’s Elon ID:
	Click here to enter text.
	· Student email address (include @elon.edu):
	Click here to enter text.
	Primary Faculty Mentor:
	Click here to enter text.
	· Primary Mentor’s Department:
	Click here to enter text.
	· Primary Mentor’s Email:
	Click here to enter text.
	Secondary Faculty Mentor (if applicable):
	Click here to enter text.
	· Secondary Mentor’s Department:
	Click here to enter text.
	· Secondary Mentor’s Email:
	Click here to enter text.
	Project Title:

	



	Endowed Grant:
Please indicate which grant you are applying for (indicate most desired grant first by writing 1 next to it, followed by a second grant if applicable, by writing a 2 next to it. You may rank up to two grants. Ranking a second grant is optional.)
	Grant Name
	Ranking (1 or 2)

	
	Glen Raven
	

	
	Rawls
	

	
	Watts
	

	
	J. Nathan Grant
	

	
	Sinclair
	

	
	Wise
	

	
	Sustainability
	

	
	Brown-White
	

	
	MacFall
	

	Student fellow/scholar status ( (for administrative records and assessment only; not used in funding decisions)
. Put an X in the right column for all that apply. Leave blank if none apply.
	Type of Fellow

	
	Elon College Fellow
	

	
	Honors Fellow
	

	
	Teaching Fellow
	

	
	Business Fellow
	

	
	Communications Fellow
	

	
	Lumen Scholar
	

	
	Multifaith Scholar
	

	
	Other Fellow (explain)

	




	Currently Enrolled in (at time of application) (put an X in the right column)

Note: Endowed grant recipients must be enrolled in 4998/4999 for two semesters when awarded
	Course Enrollment

	
	4999
	

	
	4998
	

	
	Neither 4999/4998
	

	
Indicate ALL university support received for this project. In the second column, enter the amount awarded. In the third column, enter the amount remaining.  Leave blank if none apply.
	Type of Past Funding
	Funds Awarded
	Funds Remaining

	
	Grant-in-Aid (UR office)
	
	

	
	Travel Grant individua. (UR office)
	
	

	
	Travel Grant group (UR office)
	
	

	
	SURE
	
	

	
	Endowed Grant (Watts, Wise, Glen Raven, Rawls, Sinclair)
	
	

	
	Sustainability Grant
	
	

	
	Honors funds used for research
	
	

	
	ECF funds used for research
	
	

	
	Lumen funds used for research
	
	

	
	Leadership Prize
	
	

	
	Multi Faith Scholar
	
	

	
	Other funds used for research (explain)
	
	

	The student has presented or plans to present at (put an X in the right column for all that apply)
	Type of Conference

	
	NCUR
	

	
	Professional Conference
	

	
	Other undergraduate conference
	

	· If other than NCUR, please type the full name of the conference(s)
	Click here to enter text.


Student Signature
I understand that incomplete applications, or those that do not follow the specified application instructions, will influence the type of evaluative feedback received from the selection committee and may not be considered by the selection committee. If I am selected to receive an Endowed Research grant, I understand that the Undergraduate Research Program may use my application as an example for future applicants (with transcript and other identifying information removed). 

Applicant’s Electronic Signature: Click here to enter text.			Date: Click here to enter a date.
 
Faculty Signature(s)
My electronic signature below indicates that I support the student and have read and approve of the project description. If the student is selected to receive an Endowed Research grant, I understand that the Undergraduate Research Program may use this application as an example for future applicants (with transcript and other identifying information removed).

Primary Faculty Mentor’s Electronic Signature: Click here to enter text.	Date: Click here to enter a date.

Secondary Faculty Mentor’s Electronic Signature: Click here to enter text.	Date: Click here to enter a date.

Students should submit the completed application electronically in one pdf file. Please use this format to name the file: Department_Student name_Mentor name_grant applying for_ year (e.g., PSY_Basquin_Smith_Rawls_2026-2027)
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