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Which dog are you when 
you hear things like:
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EXPLAINED!
Standardized Tes ts
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Most colleges/universities require 
standardized test scores as part of the 
application package.

Some schools (including the UNC system*) waived this 
requirement through FALL 2024 admission season.

Elon Academy s t ill requires  it ! I’ll explain.

•https://www.northcarolina.edu/standard-test-requirement-waiver/

https://www.northcarolina.edu/standard-test-requirement-waiver/
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There are 2 different tests:
the SAT & the ACT

Students should take both at least once before applying to college.
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Scholars must take BOTH
the SAT and ACT once 
before their final summer 
program and share their 
scores with EA.
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ACT vs . SAT?
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● Taken at school during day with no s ign-up & no 
cos t during junior year

● $93 (+$38 late  fee) for additional testing
● Fee Waiver available to take a 2nd time (get this at  

school through counselors)

● Reading, English, Math, & Science sections
● Composite score is  the average of all 4 sections
● Scored out of a possible 36

● Scholars must s ign up online to take the test

● Test is  administered on a Saturday

● $60 (+$30 late  fees , if applicable)
● Fee Waivers available to take up to 2 t imes 

(get this at  school through counselors)

● Reading/ Writ ing & Math sections
● No science section.
● Combined score is  the sum of the 2 sections
● 200-800 per section; 400-1600 compos ite

The TOTAL SCORE is  called a “compos ite” or “combined” score  --
and is  figured different ly for each tes t .
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FEE WAIVERS
EA scholars can receive 2 fee  waivers

How do you qualify?
1. If you are on free or reduced lunch
2. if you are in a local college access program 

If your school needs a letter verifying your eligibility for a fee wavier based on being 
in EA, the scholar should email Elon Academy (elonacademy@elon.edu) .

Fee waivers cover regular and late  regis t rat ion and can be used any time starting 
junior year through senior year.

mailto:elonacademy@elon.edu
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But  wait ! 
There’s  also the
PreACT & PSAT
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● Practice American College Test

● Taken during school during sophomore year.

● Reading, English, Math, & Science sections

● Scored on a scale of 1 to 35, aligned with ACT.
● National Average scores in each area:  ~15

● Practice Scholastic Achievement Test

● Taking this again during J UNIOR year can open 
scholarship opportunities (National Merit  
Scholarship +)

● The only way to s ign up is  through your school! 

● Reading/ Writ ing & Math sections
● No science section.

● Scored on a scale of 320-1520.
● Average scores: 1140 Composite; 580 in 

reading/writing and 560 in math

PreACT PSAT
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1. Math
2. Reading/ Writ ing

plus an essay

The new digital SAT only 
has 2 sections.

Take twice during spring 
semester of junior year
(early in J an/Feb  and 
later in May or J une)

Sign up online!

Fee waivers available 
from school counselors  
to take it  for free up to 2 
t imes

WHAT DOES 
IT COVER?

WHEN SHOULD 
I TAKE IT?

HOW DO I SIGN 
UP?

Scholas t ic
Achievement
Tes t

REMEMBER: Scholars are required to take it  at  
least once before their final summer program.
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1028 Combined
(down from 1070 in 2020)

508 Reading/ Writ ing
(down from 580)

520 Math
(down from 560)

MINIMUM SCORE FOR 
UNC SYSTEM CONSIDERATION
1010 Compos ite

NATIONAL AVERAGE SCORES

ELON UNIVERSITY is piloting test-optional this 
admissions year; all students must still submit 
testing reports before matriculating (starting). 

AVERAGE SAT at Elon, class of 2027: 1277

Scholas t ic
Achievement
Tes t

Scores: 400-1600
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1. Math
2. Reading
3. Science
4. English (language)

plus optional essay

When registering, choose
“ACT plus writing”

Take at  least  once during 
junior year

Sign up online!

Fee waivers available 
from school counselors .

WHAT DOES 
IT COVER? WHEN SHOULD 

I TAKE IT?

HOW DO I SIGN 
UP?

REMEMBER: Scholars are required to take it  at  least  once 
before their final summer program!

American
College
Tes t
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19.5 Compos ite

20.1 Reading
19 Math
19.6 Science
18.6 English

MINIMUM SCORE FOR 
UNC SYSTEM ADMISSION
19 Compos ite

NATIONAL AVERAGE SCORES

ELON UNIVERSITY is piloting test-optional this 
admissions year; all students must still submit 
testing reports before matriculating. 

AVERAGE ACT at Elon, class of 2027: 28

Scored out of a possible 36

American
College
Tes t
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PERCENTILES?
The best way to monitor status and 
progress for now.

When you receive scores, they will say you 
scored in a certain percentile. What does 
that mean?
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PERCENTILES
The higher your percentile, the better your 
score compared to all of the other 
students who took that particular test.

So, if you scored in the 76th percentile, 
that means you scored better than 75% of 
students who took the test.
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How Do Colleges  Get  Our Scores?
● Scores can be automatically sent to colleges students are applying to by filling 

out the “school code” (a 4-digit code unique to each school) in a box at the end 
of the test.

● If the choice is  unknown, scores can be sent later - but additional fees may 
apply.

● The firs t  4  schools  are  free  for both tests.
○ For the ACT, additional schools are $18.50 per school.
○ For the SAT, additional schools are $14, unless you have a fee  waiver --

Then you get  unlimited free  reports ! 
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St rategy books  and 
guidebooks

High school guidance offices 
and  libraries have books you 
can use for free. Bookstores 
sell books, too.

EA Prep 
Sess ions  :)

We offer free SAT 
prep each semester 
after Saturday 
programs!

We use Khan 
Academy SAT prep.

EA Scholars typically 
increase their SAT 
scores by an average of 
100 points!

Extra Tip:

Guessing is good 
on both tests!

Free  online  
resources

MasteryPrep via
Clever portal

Number 2 website
www.number2.com

College Board website 
www.collegeboard.org

Can I Study for the
SAT & ACT?

https://www.khanacademy.org/SAT
https://www.khanacademy.org/SAT
http://www.number2.com
http://www.collegeboard.org
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Now that you understand 
test scores a bit  more, 

let’s go back to categorizing schools.

See the back of your agenda for 
(mostly) updated school averages.



Choice
★ GPA & test  scores higher than 

average first year student

★ Likely to be admit ted and 
receive good financial aid. 
Allows more power of choice for 
where student attends

★ Typically provides more financial 
assistance ($$$)

★ Scholar in upper half of student  
body academically

★ May not be very academically 
challenging, but high chance of 
standing out well

★ More access to opportunit ies 
(internships, research, etc.)

★ All EA scholars should have 1 
UNC-system choice school + 
minimum of 2 others

Ta rg e t
★ GPA & test  scores close or equal 

to the average first year student

★ Scholar in “middle of the pack” 
academically

★ Likely to be moderately 
academically challenging

★ Less access to opportunit ies 
and financial aid than a choice 
school

★ All EA scholars should have at 
least 2 target schools on their list

“Close” means VERY close.

GPA within .05
SAT within 50 points
ACT within 1 point

Cha lle ng e
★ GPA & test  scores are lower

than average first year student

★ Usually prest igious and very 
compet it ive for admission and 
financial aid

★ Likely to be very academically 
challenging; likely in the mid-to-
lower half of student body

★ Scholars need to be honest with 
themselves about whether they 
want to be consistently pushed 
and challenged in college

★ All EA scholars should have at 
least 2 challenge schools on their 
list
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Choice:

Target:

Challenge:

Student 1

★ GPA: 3.56

★ ACT: 20

★ SAT: 1020

Some NC Options

1. Alamance 
Community 
College

2. Appalachian State
3. Elon Univ.
4. NC A & T Univ.
5. NC Central Univ.
6. NC State (NCSU)
7. UNC-Charlotte
8. UNC-Chapel Hill
9. UNC-Greensboro
10.Duke University
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Choice:
Alamance Community College
NC Central

Target:
UNCG
NC A & T

Challenge:
App State
Elon
NC State
UNC CH
UNC Charlotte
Duke

Student 1

★ GPA: 3.56

★ ACT: 20

★ SAT: 1020
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Choice:

Target:

Challenge:

Student 2

★ GPA: 3.75

★ ACT: 23

★ SAT: 1215

Some NC Options

1. Alamance 
Community 
College

2. Appalachian State
3. Elon Univ.
4. NC A & T Univ.
5. NC Central Univ.
6. NC State (NCSU)
7. UNC-Charlotte
8. UNC-Chapel Hill
9. UNC-Greensboro
10.Duke University
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Choice:
NC A & T
UNCG
NC Central

Target:
UNC Charlotte

Challenge:
App State
Elon
NC State
UNC CH
Duke

Student 2

★ GPA: 3.75

★ ACT: 23

★ SAT: 1215
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Choice:

Target:

Challenge:

Student 3

★ GPA: 3.87

★ ACT: 18

★ SAT: 950

Some NC Options

1. Alamance 
Community 
College

2. Appalachian State
3. Elon Univ.
4. NC A & T Univ.
5. NC Central Univ.
6. NC State (NCSU)
7. UNC-Charlotte
8. UNC-Chapel Hill
9. UNC-Greensboro
10.Duke University
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Choice:
Alamance Community College
NCCU

Target:
…but this student needs to work with their CAT 
Mentor to find at least a UNC system school for 
this category!

Challenge:
All schools on our
starting list.

Student 3

★ GPA: 3.87

★ ACT: 18

★ SAT: 950
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Choice:

Target:

Challenge:

Student 4

★ GPA: 4.37

★ ACT: 25

★ SAT: 1160

Some NC Options

1. Alamance 
Community 
College

2. Appalachian State
3. Elon Univ.
4. NC A & T Univ.
5. NC Central Univ.
6. NC State (NCSU)
7. UNC-Charlotte
8. UNC-Chapel Hill
9. UNC-Greensboro
10.Duke University
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Choice:
NC A & T
UNCG
NC Central
UNC Charlotte

Target:
App State

Challenge:
Elon
NC State
UNC CH
Duke

Student 4

★ GPA: 4.37

★ ACT: 25

★ SAT: 1160
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Fre e  th e m e s  a n d  te m p la te s  fo r 
Go o g le  Slid e s o r Po w e rPo in t

NOT t o  b e  s o ld  a s  is  o r  m o d ifie d !
Re a d  FAQ o n  s lid e s m a n ia .c o m

Sharing is caring!

https://slidesmania.com/
https://slidesmania.com/questions-powerpoint-google-slides/can-i-use-these-templates/
https://www.facebook.com/SlidesManiaSM/
https://twitter.com/SlidesManiaSM/
https://www.pinterest.com/slidesmania/
https://www.instagram.com/slidesmania/
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