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From the Director

EACH YEAR, I ALWAYS LOOK FORWARD to the day when we have a copy of this
annual report printed and ready to deliver to you — our friends, family,
partners and donors. Within these pages, you will find a success story told
in facts and photos. This year’s report is merely one chapter (our 17th to
date!) in the ongoing tale of Elon University’s commitment to promoting
college access and success for our incredible Elon Academy scholars and
families. Thank you for being a part of our story!

In May 2023 we accepted our 17th cohort, the Sigma Class. Made up of
27 students, this ties as the largest cohort ever accepted into the Elon Academy.
These students represent every Alamance-Burlington high school, our
local early college and a local public charter school. All these students have
household family incomes that fall below average for Alamance County;
and almost all Sigmas aspire to be the first in their family to graduate with
a bachelor’s degree from a four-year college or university. Based on what
they have shown us thus far, we believe that their bachelor’s degree will
only be the beginning of their college degree attainment.

In fact, 21% of Elon Academy scholars who earn a bachelor’s degree go
on to obtain a master’s degree or higher. This statistic surpasses any that
Elon Academy staff ever conceived. Elon Academy is proud that most of
these students pursue areas of study and careers in “helping fields.” Whether
it's immigration law, social work, education, sustainability, human devel-
opment, counseling, nonprofit work, the medical field or even promoting
college access and success themselves, Elon Academy scholars develop a
deep sense of civic responsibility as young people and, in turn, let that value
lead them as young professionals. We even have two Elon Academy alumni
working here at Elon University! Both work to promote access to education
for diverse populations. It's immensely rewarding to be able to refer to them
as my colleagues.

Even 17 years in, I like to think that the story of the Elon Academy is truly
just beginning. I hope that this report will provide a deeper understanding
of the impact you have made as one of our supporters and partners. Thank
you for continuing to support this life-changing program.

With deep gratitude,

John Pickett
DIRECTOR OF THE ELON ACADEMY



Our Mission

Elon Academy serves high
school students in Alamance
County who aspire to graduate
from a four-year college. All

our students face obstacles to
achieving this goal. Each come
from a family with no family
history of college and/or face
significant financial barriers to
college access and success.
Our students also demonstrate
academic promise, emergent
leadership and excellent charac-

DID YOU
KNOW ...
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Alamance County adults
age 25-44 have earned a
bachelor’s degree
(MyFutureNC, 2020)

20.4%

of children in Alamance
County live below the
poverty line
(MyFutureNC, 2020)

61%

of Alamance County
students have parents
with no college degree
(MyFutureNC, 2023)
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High school students, since
the COVID-19 pandemic,
have no plans after high
school graduation

(Carolina Demography, 2021)

37-40%

of males, low-income
students, Black students and
LatinX students graduating
in Alamance County attend
a post-secondary institution
(MyFutureNC, 2023)

ter. Once in the Elon Academy,
these students gain mentoring,
opportunities and resources —

all designed to assist our

students in both accessing college
and ultimately being successful

in earning a four-year degree.
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The student-to-counselor
rate in Alamance County
(MyFutureNC, 2023)

90%

of low-income, first-
generation students will
not graduate college within
six years

(Education Advisory Board, 2019)




BY THE NUMBERS

70

high school students from
Alamance County high schools

97 %

will be the first in their family
to graduate with a four-year
college degree

93%

of families served fall below
the median income for
Alamance County

100%

of scholars enroll in honors,
advanced placement and/or
dual enrollment courses

This year, Elon Academy
accepted our 400th scholar!

The Three Phases
of the Elon Academy

The Elon Academy is a seven-year (or
more) partnership between scholars,
families and Elon Academy staff.

PHASE 1
College Access
(9th-12th grade)

PHASE 2
Transitions to College
(summer after high school)

PHASE 3
College Success
(undergraduate and graduate years)

449% Latinx
24% Black
White
9% Multiracial
3% Asian



“The EA Way”

A poem by Elon Academy Sigma Scholar Yaziel Aleman

There's a long road ahead, but it's one we tread

Sometimes it's hard to leave your bed

But you're not alone, you're part of the fray

We're a family here for you, no need to dismay

We co-exist and see one another each day

Love and support, that's the EA way

Besides, it's to what we swore oath

Dedicated to our intellectual, personal, and spiritual growth
We've committed ourselves to honesty, integrity, and respect
Forever impacting the world with a positive effect

Well rise up and make the world's problems feel smaller
Because we all joined generations of Elon as bearers of its honor

MY

Yaziel Aleman



Our high school seniors, the Omicron
Scholars, accepted a total of $2 million
in scholarships and grants from their
prospective institutions. They earned
162 college acceptances to 41 different
schools. Scholarships earned include
the Morehead-Cain Scholarship at
The University of North Carolina

at Chapel Hill, the Carolina Covenant

at UNC-Chapel Hill, the Goodnight
Scholarship at North Carolina State
University and the Odyssey Program
at Elon University. Scholars were

also awarded placement into the
honors programs at UNC-Chapel Hill,
Elon, UNC-Charlotte and St. Andrews
University.

Elon Academy has now been in existence for 17 years, and 100% of our scholars who
complete the high school phase of Elon Academy have been accepted to college!



Lives Transformed, Dreams Realized

Omicron Scholar Daniel Espinosa, shared
remarks from a parent’s perspective at
Elon Academy’s annual reception honoring
our high school seniors’ graduation. Please

enjoy this excerpt from her speech:

I n May 2023, Manuela Espinosa, parent of

Doesn't it feel like just yesterday when we
first learned about this scholars program?

[ remember Mr. Pickett hosting a session
at the River Mill Academy library where the
room was full of hopeful students. Two were
selected.

[ started following [social media] posts of
other accepted students, and finally, we be-
gan meeting with other parents during our
quarterly family meetings at Elon.

Somewhere along the way, an uninvited
friend named Coronavirus came along and
tried to derail the summer program, but we
all masked up and met anyway.

As I stand before you all today, I see a
room of successful young individuals that
have their lives ahead of them.

[ remember the early Saturday mornings,
having to have our temperatures taken and
covering our faces with a mask to ensure
that we could all stay safe and well.

[ remember learning about scholarships,
different levels of colleges such as choice,
target and challenge schools.

I recall listening to different college repre-
sentatives from as close as Alamance Com-
munity College to as far away as N.C. State
so that we could make informed decisions
with our children when it was time.

[ remember laughing at the talent show
photo slides and crying as I listened to
speeches after the summer program of 2022.
Mostly, I remember listening to my scholar’s
stories about how he has learned about life.

Elon Academy has given you the potential
and possibility to get where you are at this
moment. [ want all of you to remember this
moment. College acceptance is part one.
What matters is what you do with what
comes next.

{4 L
Manuela Espinosa (right) and son Daniel (left)




~ Valerie Mason

2019 graduate of Graham High School
2023 graduate of Elon University

Valerie recently earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in exercise science. She plans to
attend graduate school, where she will
pursue a master’s degree in physician
assistant studies.

At Elon University's Commence-
ment ceremony, Valerie had a
surprise planned for her mother.
Mid-photo, Valerie disrobed and
put her cap and gown on her
mother. She turned to her mother
and said, “Since you never got
the chance, this is your accom-
plishment too! Only God knows
how much you have had to go
through and all of the sacrifices
you have made in order for me
to be here today!”

98%

of Elon Academy’s current
college-aged scholars are
on track to graduate!
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Elon Academy Prior to 2019:

2019- 20:
College Graduates 2020-21:

(CumUIatiVE) 2021-22:




Kimberly Romero

2014 graduate of Hugh M. Cummings
High School

2018 graduate for Wake Forest University

Currently attending Louisiana State
University and pursuing an M.A. in Higher
Education Administration

Recently named Elon University's Director
of Undergraduate Admissions for Diversity
and Access

“The Elon Academy has undeniably played
a key role in shaping me into the individual I
am today. Through intentional programming,
year-round support and residential experiences,
the Elon Academy allowed both my family
and I to learn about and prepare for a successful
journey to higher education. Upon gaining
admission to two selective schools, the Elon
Academy helped me compare financial aid
offers and academic programs to make the

Kimberly Romero today (left) and as an Elon Academy
scholar (below)

best college choice. The support continued
with dedicated staff who personally visited
me on campus each year through graduation.

“The Elon Academy’s guidance equipped me
not only with practical tools along the way;,
but also with a self-assurance that I have car-
ried beyond the program. The Elon Academy
introduced me to the community that exists
at Elon University, and it is a privilege to be
able to continue my work with them in my
current position. The Elon Academy’s role in
my personal growth and educational trajec-
tory stands as a testament to its unwavering
dedication to transforming lives.

“My time in the college admissions and
enrollment space has sparked my energy
toward serving underrepresented groups, and
it has been tremendously rewarding. In the
future I hope to continue working toward
equitable access to a quality college education
for students from all paths of life.”




FISCAL YEAR 2023

DONORS

184

Individual Donors

126

Households

CASH GIFTS

$102,940.33

Total
DONOR MAKEUP

33%

Undergraduate and
Graduate Alumni

22%

Faculty and Staff

21%

Parents and Grandparents

23%

Friends

1%

Corporations/Foundations

Impacting the Future

When Elon alumni, parents and friends
choose to support the Elon Academy,
they are making an investment in the
lives of future leaders and their families.
The strength of our community —

and the world — lies in empowering
our most promising young people to
overcome hardship through education.

Academy Endowment stands at $5.5 million. That

support makes this essential program possible.
Annual operations costs for the program total nearly
$500,000, and the Elon Academy Endowment supports
20-30% of the budget.

Contributions can take various forms. Some donors
create endowed funds or add the Elon Academy to their
estate plans. Corporations and foundations, including
LabCorp, the Riversville Foundation and Voya Financial,
have provided annual and endowed gifts. Morgan Stanley
and Duke Energy have made gifts through matching gift
programs with their employees. Some donors give from
their IRAs Required Minimum Distribution.

More modest donations work together to make an
impact through recurring gifts, payroll deduction or
outright gifts. Gratitude abounds for each contribution
that helps continue the mission of Elon Academy to
improve the lives of deserving students and to create
leaders for our communities.

T hanks to philanthropy, the market value of the Elon

TO MAKE A GIFT, PLEASE VISIT elon.edu/makeagift, select
“Center for Access and Success” and choose the Elon
Academy Annual Fund or Elon Academy Endowment
from the designation dropdown list. Thank you!



2022-23 Honor
Roll of Donors

Jeremy Allen and
Katherine Gosney

Olivia Allen-Price and
Samuel Price

Ben and Caroline Ansbacher
John and Amy Barnhill

Mike Bartone

Barbara and Walter Bass
Rhonda Andrews Belton

Eric and Kimberly Biebel

Stephen and
Jessica Bloch-Schulman

Connie Book
T.J. and Melissa Bowie

Chandler Thompson Boyle
and Joe Boyle

Larry and Bonnie Brooks
Allison Bryan

Kat Buckingham

Steve and Sue Buckley
Emily Buehler

Ann and Scott Bullock
Maddie Carlin

Stacey Crutchfield

Harry Cummings and
Ann Colby-Cummings

Alexander Delaney

Jon and Stacie Dooley
Brian Dudiak

Reid and Cathy Dusenberry
Jennifer Eidum

Jessica Eller

Mark Enfield

Ed and Chris Esters

Fredrick Evans

Thomas and Carolyn Feeley
Peter Felten and Sara Walker
Robin French

Eddie and Allison Gant
Xiomara Garcia

Jonathan Garcia

Mike Gerrity

Leanna and Bob Giles

Polly Gilliam

Eddie Godwin

Tessie Goins

Clyde and Linda Gordon
Gloria Graves

Racheal Oxendine and
Johnny Harder

Cheryl Moon Hargrove

Jill Harper

Desmond Harrell

Frank Harris

Bill Harrison

William Harrison

Lesley and Patrick Henry

Jon Herman and Ellen Gallow
Karina Hernandez

Annie and Samuel Hester
Bob and Ami Hill

Kera Hinton

Steven and Pat House

Vicky and Sam Hunt

Kathy Hykes

Mussa Idris and Vanessa Bravo
Mark James

Burney and Dina Jennings

James Keill

Leo and Laurie Lambert
Rena Leath

Megan and Nicholas Leffner
Teresa Lepors

Deborah Long

Davis and Emily Lyons

Mark and Marianne Mahaffey

Kelly Smith Marion and
Andrew Marion

Dominique and Jefferson Martin
Megan and Griffin McClure
Jim and Rebecca McDermott
Nesha McDowell

Darris Means

Kristen and Scott Moffitt
Jeanette and Gilbert Mokry
Ed and Jill Moriarty

Judy Morris-Hardy

Bobbie Morrison

Bill and Lyn Moser

Pam and John Moyers

Tina Musilli

Daniela Nasser

David Newton

Coy Overman

Doug and Laurie Palic
Brianna Pepperman

Nan Perkins and Bruce Shields
Shane and Jodie Phillips
John Pickett

Chandler Posey

Kim Beane Pyne

Cazandra Rebollar

Jeremy Revelise

Fairfax and Ann Reynolds
Celeste Richards

Tony and Audrey Rose
Patrick Rudd

Sarah Rusthoven

Marion Rutan

Staci Saltz-Spieker and
Wayne Spieker

Joel Shelton

John Shepherd and
Mary Lampron-Shepherd

Charlie Sherron

Bobby Sipe

Michael Smith

Jeff and Chrissy Stein

Kay Stern

William A. Stern Foundation
Gregg and John Sullivan
Benjamin and Emily Swan
June Swaney

Betsy Swift

Denise Teeters

Kelli and Joel Thomas
Elizabeth Tish

Terry and Dave Tomasek
Andy Torres-Reyes

United Way of Alamance County
Steve Van Pelt

Stephanie Wagner
Katherine and Mike Weaver
David and Linda Webb
MacLean Wilson



Mailing Address:
Campus Box 2108
Elon, NC 27244
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“Elon Academy is a special program,
one that will push you to be your
absolute best at everything you do
while you are in the program.”

—Jacob Hyle, Kappa Scholar, 2018 graduate of Williams
High School and 2022 graduate of Elon University.

Jacob (pictured above left today and above right with

his mother when he first started Elon Academy) was an
Odyssey scholarship recipient at Elon and a winner of
the Lumen Prize, the university’s most prestigious grant
for undergraduate research. Jacob graduated magna

cum laude with a bachelor’s degree in adventure, health
and physical education. Jacob is in his second year as an
English teacher at Henderson Collegiate in Henderson, N.C.

CENTER FOR
EI, I , N Access and
UNIVERSITY | Success
elon.edu/elonacademy
Campus location: ELON_ACADEMY
The Center for Access and Success
Mooney Building 0 ELONACADEMY

Suite 302



