The Honors Thesis and the Art History Major

Choosing a Mentor:

The relatively small number of potential mentors in art history makes this process very important.  It is incumbent upon the student to learn about the areas of expertise of the faculty and select the mentor whose area of expertise most closely matches that of the student’s desired area of study.  Perhaps that choice is driven by time period, or it might be driven by methodological approach, or some combination of the two.  In either case, several discussions might be necessary to determine the proper fit.  At the same time, the student must show the potential faculty mentor that s/he is prepared to pursue a significant research project by arriving at these meetings prepared and with some initial research already completed.  Undertaking such a project is a serious time commitment for both student and mentor, and that commitment should not be taken lightly.  If the faculty member chooses to mentor the honors student, then that faculty member will notify the department chair and submit a copy of the thesis proposal for the department’s files.

Relation to the existing curriculum:

The Honors student should take Art History Methodologies (ARH 301) by the fall of their third year, so that they have a clear sense of the available methods as early as possible in the development of the thesis project.

4 of the 8 HNR 498 credits may count toward elective credits in the Art History Major.  At the end of the first semester of HNR 498 credit, the faculty mentor and student will meet to discuss the current state of the project and its likelihood of success.  Should the mentor deem the student’s trajectory to fall below a B average, she will strongly advise the student to drop the honors project and shift to a standard art history major.  If the student elects to continue on, any grade earned below a B on this project will also remove all HNR 498 credit from the Art History credits and the student will be required to make these up with an art history course.

During the student’s third year the mentor and student will determine whether or not the student must complete the Art History Senior Thesis as a separate project, as a part of their Honors thesis or if they will be given different duties for their Art History Senior Thesis project. 

What an Honors Thesis in Art History Requires

All Art History Honors Theses will include a substantial written component that involves independent, original research.  An Honors Thesis in Art History will typically be a paper 45-50 pages in length (roughly double that of a standard Art History senior thesis), and must use Chicago/Turabian source citation style.  The thesis must include images appropriately cited and reproduced, and it must use these images in an analytical, rather than illustrative, fashion. The student will be required to develop an original thesis; although this thesis might not alter the landscape of the discipline, it must be analytical and synthetic rather than merely informative.  The student should use both primary and secondary sources in a manner appropriate to the highest standards of the discipline, and the quality of the writing must be impeccable.  The final work should be publishable or presentable in a national-caliber setting.  Any alternatives to the traditional Art History Honors Thesis format must be agreed upon by the mentor and the student at the beginning of the project.  Any alternative project will be held to the same high standards of academic rigor and professionalism as the paper, the details of which will be defined at the outset of the mentor/student agreement.

