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As an interdisciplinary department, Environmental Studies must be flexible to meet the diverse needs and interests of our majors.  To reflect our diverse student population, students will have the option of completing a thesis project based on their own empirical research, or one that synthesizes and integrates published research to develop a new hypothesis, paradigm or perspective that is uniquely their own.  This choice will be available to students completing the B.S. degree in Environmental Studies, the B.S. degree in Environmental and Ecological Science, or the B.A. degree in Environmental Studies.  
Student Mentors
Students may choose a mentor from the Environmental Studies Program faculty after meeting with the Coordinator of Environmental Studies and/or his/her appointed representative to discuss choice of mentor.  A list of faculty can be found in the on-line Elon Catalog and on the Environmental Studies Department web page.  This meeting should take place soon after declaring Environmental Studies as a major.  There should be a follow up meeting between the Department Chair of Environmental Studies, the student and the mentor by the end of the sophomore year or beginning of the junior year.  As the major is interdisciplinary in nature, spanning the sciences, social sciences and humanities, choice of mentor is especially important in matching student interests to faculty mentor.  The purpose of this meeting is to ensure that the student has a plan for topic or research development, and the faculty mentor is prepared to assist and guide the student through thesis development.
What constitutes acceptable thesis work?

The Honors Thesis must be original work, consistent with disciplinary expectations of the mentoring faculty regarding originality, sources, citations and quality of writing.  Students choosing the option of empirical research will be expected to use a research paper format as published in peer-reviewed scientific or social science journals.  As a consequence of the narrower focus, papers will be a minimum of 20 pages (excluding tables, figures, and literature cited pages).  Generally a minimum of 25 citations would be expected.  Students choosing an integration of published research will be expected to write a synthesis review at least 50 pages in length (excluding citations), with a minimum of 40 citations.

Registration for Honors Credits and integration into the Environmental Studies Program

If the student chooses empirical research, they should plan to register for 1 sh of departmental 499 during spring of the sophomore year (ENS 499), at which time ideas for the research project are developed.  They should expect to register for 1-2 sh of HNR 498 during the fall of the junior year, at which time the research project is proposed, and 2-3 sh of HNR 498 during the spring of the junior year, for a total of 4 sh during the junior year.  They should then expect to register for 2 sh of HNR 498 both fall and spring semesters of the senior year, with the senior year focused on analysis, writing and presentation(s) at appropriate venues. The timeline to complete the research should take into account any plans for study abroad.  Also, given the time demands usually required for empirical research, students may plan to do some of this research during the summer if needed.

If the student chooses an integration of published works, they should plan to register for 1 sh of HNR 498 during spring of the junior year, at which time the thesis will be proposed.  They should plan to register for 4 sh of HNR 498 fall semester and 3 sh of HNR 498 spring of the senior year.  This is consistent with general expectations for a conventional Honors thesis timeline.

It is recognized that development of a quality Honors Thesis requires a significant amount of time and effort on the part of the student.  Therefore, if a student is working toward the B.S. in Environmental Studies or the B.S. in Environmental and Ecological Science, 4 sh of HNR 498 can be substituted for 4 sh of coursework in the appropriate 

elective category (Environmental Values in Communication; Policy, Planning and Management; or Science and Analysis for the ENS major; OR Management, Design and Analysis; Social Sciences and Humanities; or Ecological Processes for the ENE major). If the student is working toward the B.A. in Environmental studies, 4 sh of HNR 498 can be substituted for 4 sh of coursework towards the degree from the appropriate elective category (Sustainability; Global Environmental Issues; and Environmental Arts and Communication). The appropriate elective category to apply HNR 498 will be determined by the Environmental Studies Chair and will be based upon the thesis topic and the supervising faculty mentor.

