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Honors Thesis and the Department of Performing Arts

Dance Performance & Choreography, Dance Science 
Faculty Mentors:

Students seeking a Performing Arts mentor should consult with the department chair to discuss the nature of their project.  The chair will then consult with department faculty to determine the most appropriate “match” of mentor for each student.  

Various Forms of Research Projects:

NOTE:  Any option requiring actual theatrical dance production will be dependent on scheduling of available spaces and dates within the Department of Performing Arts production season.

A. Traditional Research Paper on a Topic Related to the Discipline.

This option would require the development of a thesis/topic relevant to the student’s major field of study, such as Dance Performance & Choreography or Dance Science.  The student would complete extensive research appropriate to the topic, resulting in a formal research paper, approximately 50 pages in length, including complete documentation/notation and bibliography.  Clearly, this effort must extend beyond a mere report of facts, but should instead strive to create new observations, arguments, or points of view through serious research and inquiry.

B. Creation of a New Work

In this option, the student would create a new choreographic work and present the completed work in a public performance.  Students would be expected to document the process of creation in a production book. The production book should include: artist-scholar statement; student choreography resume; preliminary research on topics related to the piece, i.e. literature review; drafts of the work in progress, storyboard (outline of the dance concept, movement patterns, stage directions, movement efforts, sketches of set and costume, swatches of material, music notes); budget; publicity materials; self-reflective journal entries; written reflection of the outcome of the entire project, approximately five pages. At least one performance must be videotaped and a copy of the DVD included in the production book. In addition, a digital portfolio is required. The digital portfolio can take the form of a website or a blog, and must include the students artist-scholar statement, student choreography resume, publicity photos, and excerpts of final choreographic work. The grade would be determined by evaluation of the production book, the process, the digital portfolio, and the product itself.

C. Lecture Demonstration
For this option, the student would embark on an in-depth research project, quantitative or qualitative, and present their findings in a public lecture demonstration. For example, a dance science major might present their findings on “Analyzing Hip Rotation and Mobility During a Tilt in Pre-Professional Dancers” using a PowerPoint or Prezi, highlighting the thesis question, detailing the research protocol and outcomes, and utilizing live dancers to demonstrate some of the quantitative measurement procedures. The student choosing this option will submit a production book that includes the following: the thesis question; research protocol and outcomes; a written essay that provides a historical and contextual justification of the project, an explanation of its significance, and appropriate bibliography; and a dvd recording of the lecture demonstration. 
A dance performance & choreography major might use this option if their thesis project was “Autobiographical Dance Improvisation in Performance”. This student might present their findings using a PowerPoint or Prezi, highlighting the thesis question, detailing the creative research protocol and outcomes, and utilizing live dancers to demonstrate some of the improvisatory procedures. The student choosing this option will submit a production book that includes the following: the thesis question; creative research protocol and outcomes; a written essay that provides a historical and contextual justification of the project, an explanation of its significance, and appropriate bibliography; and a dvd recording of the lecture demonstration. 
How the Different Kinds of Projects Might Fulfill Current Senior Seminar & Other Curricular Requirements:

Due to the diverse population of dance majors in our department, the following guidelines will apply to students in each major program:

· For BFA Dance Performance & Choreography Majors – Options A, B and C can be used for the Project Component of DAN 495-496, the Senior Seminar I-II course sequence, but it will not replace the course requirement. 

· For BS Dance Science Majors – Options A and C can be used for the Project Component of ESS 495 and can replace the course requirement only with approval of the ESS Chairperson. 
