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ot her international educators on a our
est and Food. 6 Throughout the day, we wefk en
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the natural world. We were exploring opportunities available to students who study abroad

tivity, contributed to the unanticipated success of the chefs at the now warntbus Noma res-

1t aurant. I n this moment, I t h
ence for the first time in many year s. | ow
natural world, requires significant trust. Whether that be accepting a handful of leaves to mali
Excellence, Director of the cate and filling your water bottle in the stream (with no fiIter;?!) or.inviting a group qf .

Center for Research on | Strangers to experience your persona}l and cultural connections with the fores.t, navigating tie

Global Engagement, and | Mutable terrain of teaching and learning in-@fmpus study involves personal riskking,

Professor of Psychology | 0Penrmindedness, and vulnerability. These qualities contribute to a larger construct that is g
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Maureen Vandermaas
Peeler, Interim Associate
Provost for Academic

In recent Center for Research on Global Engagement (CRGE) studies, a team of r
searchers asked students and educators what it means to be globally engaged and \
global citizen. As exemplified in the quotes on the opposite page, participants highlify
the importance of gaining knowledge and different perspectives; being wjpahed, cu- }\
rious, respectful, and vulnerable; and spending time in different communities. Thesg ‘f :
skills, values, and knowledge are built over time and through engaging difference. (&
primary aim of CRGE is to learn more about what makes these experiences impact
college students and the communities with whom they are engaged.

The 201819 academic year afforded remarkable opportunities to conduct and supp
global (domestic and international) engagement research, often through innovative,
tidisciplinary, interinstitutional collaborations, and we are pleased to highlight some
these efforts in this report. Like the research participants quoted here, | believe gloh
experiences have the potential to be-lifeanging. In order to understand their influeng .
however, it is essential to think critically about the nature and quality of these experienc-

es and, as our research participants who have returned from study away experiences continually remind us, not to a&8ume
that all change is positive. As a developmental scientist and the director of CRGE, | am committed to therlongfudy

of the impact of gl obal experiences on studentsd | edfinin
developing behavior, knowledge, and attitudes over time.

| would like to thank the many colleagues who are generous and inquisitive collaborators on CRGE initiatives. It is

hope that these partnerships continue to afford significant professional and personal development opportunities. | al

offer my heartfelt gratitude to Meara Waxman for all her work in developing this report. Working with her in the sum-

mer before she begins her graduate studies in English Literature at Wake Forest University has been a pleasure ang
privilege. For all readers, | would love to hear your thoughts and suggestions for CRGE, so please feel free to contafitime
at vanderma@elon.edany time.

Center for Research on Global Engagement, contact Maureen VandesRexdsr at vanderma@elon.edu



mailto:vanderma@elon.edu

Opportunities for Involvement

Faculty and Faculty/Staff Re-
search Grants

Faculty and Faculty/Staff Research Grants support
scholarship on global engagement. The application i§
due on September 27th, and the award can be granted
in any amount up to $2,000. All research endeavors
must include a focus on student learning and develo
ment. Please note that these grants cannot support
ference travel or course development. All ftithe fac-
ulty and faculty/staff teams with fultime faculty as
project leaders are welcome to apply for these grants.
For more information and the link to the application,
please see our website!
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Community of Practice

According to Etienne and Beverly Wengdrayner, communities of practice ar
cern or a passion for something they do and | earn
criteria for membership in a community of practice, including a shared domain of interest, a community or group
people who communicate with each other and engage in joint, sustained activities, and the practice or develop
shared repertoire of knowledge and expertise through experiences, stories, and tools (Wenger, McDermott & S
2002).

For 20182019, CRGE had two CoPs, each of which centered around a different theme. One of the themes foc
mentoring undergraduate research in global contexts. The other theme explored reintegration after study abroa
study away. The images on this page showcase the faculty presentations at a cumulative event in May 2019.

For the 20192020 academic year, faculty and faculty/staff teams have the opportunity to apply for small stipend
support the development of research on global engagement. This year, faculty and faculty/staff teams must wo
in one of the following two communities of practice: mentoring undergraduate research in global contexts, and i
cultural learning and development. Participants in these CoPs will attend monthly meetings and present at a cu
tive event on May 12, 2020. For more information and a link to the application, please see our website!

CoP Participants 2012019

Caroline Ketcham Ketevan Kupatadze
Eric Hall Safia Swimelar
Sandy Marshall Amy Allocco

Mussa Idris Matt Buckmaster
Jennifer Hamel Olivia Choplin

QELON *

Center for Research on Global Engagement, contact Maureen VandeiResdsr at vanderma@elon.edu
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European Forum on Education Abroad, Prague, Fall 201§

Title: "Developing International Partnerships: Benefits and Challenges of Mentoring
Undergraduate Research in a European Context"

This presentation reviewed research on higthpact practices, discussed salient practidef
associated with higiguality undergraduate research mentoring, and presented two casj
studies that demonstrate how to translate research into practice. The presenters WeI
Maureen VandermaaBeeler; Eric Hall, professor of Exercise Science and Center for
gaged Learning Faculty Fellow; Tina Mangieri, Associate Academic Director at DIS,
Study Abroad in Scandinavia; and Osman Ahmed, Lecturer in Physiotherapy and G
Engagement Lead at Bournemouth University in the United Kingdom.

Title: ""You will never have just one home anymore': Facilitating cultural and commupi
integration during study abroad in Europe"

This presentation exploredultural and community engagement of students during sty
abroad in European contexts. The presenters shared research and practice with prog =
designed to facilitate academic and cultural integration through community networkifng
and di scussed innovative ways to faci
presenters were: Maureen Vandermdeeler; Maja Sbahi Biehl and Jennifer Duncan
Bendix from DIS; Academic Director Antonio Vanni and Director of Marketing Elisab
ta Santanni fromAccademia Europa di Firenze.
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International Society for the Scholarship o

Learning, Norway, Fall 2018
Title: "Mapping Understandings of Global Engagement"

Teaching and

In this research, the cauthors examined the term "global engagement” within the
scholarship of global learning and mapped the use of conceptually related terms intd
three domains: learning/knowledge, skills/behaviand attitudes/dispositions. The
presenters were Vanderma®eeler; Joan Ruelle, Dean of Belk Library and Associate
Professor; and Tim Peeples, Senior Associate Provost and Professor of English.

Title: O0A Sociocultural Analysis of Fost
Language Studies Abroad"

This presentation featured a collaboration between Enrico Cecconi, Italian language
coordinator at the University of Bath, and VandermeRseler. They investigated the

|l anguage experiences of alumni of EI oI!'
Italy. Students rated their experiences in the city with language instructors, peers, arjd
on their own as highly significant for their language learning.

Title: "Cultivating a culture of learning: Mentoring undergraduate research in global
contexts"

Amy Allocco, Associaterofessor of ReligiouStudies and Director of the Multifaith
Scholars Program and Brian Pennington, Professor of Religltuslies and Director

of the Center for the Study of Religion, Culture, and Society, joined Eric Hall and
Vandermaaseeler for this panel on highuality undergraduate research mentoring
and described program initiatives from diverse perspectives and disciplinary lenses.




CRGE Presentations

Celebrate Week: Scholarship on Teaching and Learning

During Celebrate Week of 2018 and 2019, several Elon faculty presented research posters to showcase scholfr
teaching and learning (SoTL) projectShe Center for Research on Global Engagement partnered withrihe Cen-
ter for Advancement of Teaching and Learni(@ATL, directed by Deandra Little) anthe Center for Engaged

Learning (CEL, directed by Jessie L. Moore) to host the poster sessions, titled Celebrating SoTL.

[ ELON *
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tures), oDeveloping Studentséo

Their Study Abroad Experiencekflo

of

2
=}
~

terc


https://www.elon.edu/u/academics/catl/
https://www.elon.edu/u/academics/catl/
http://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/
http://www.centerforengagedlearning.org/

PURM 7.1: Special Edition

Perspectives on Undergraduate Research Mentoring Issue 7.1: Sp
Edition on Mentoring Undergraduate Research in Global Contexts
In 2018, Drs. Amy Allocco and Maureen Vandermdeeler ceedited a special edition of the Perspectives on Und

various topics concerning high impact practices for mentoring undergraduate research in global contexts. In an
rial letter that accompanied the special issue, Allocco and VandefReelsr outlined some key points:

oWhil e effective me n-iemrléamigg expérieneenfor boththe ihentersandanentee, puncty
by successes and setbacks, it relies on mentor expertise as its foundation. Mentors regularly open up learning
nities that are not otherwise accessible to students, leveragingegigting relationships, specialized content

knowledge, methodological proficiency, and deep regional familiarity. Since these learning opportunities are fre
built on established rapport, sharing them with students entails trust and implies a level of baseline competencq
students rise to meet intellectual challenges and approach the statusiohcqui r er s and col | a

For a link to the online edition, please see this websitgas://www.elon.edu/u/academics/undergraduatessearch/
purm/current-issuepurm-7-1/.

Articles in PURM 7.1

oWhat to Know Before You Go:
graduate Research in GI| ob aPeele dmylLe
Allocco, Cynthia Fair

oMentoring in Global Contexts: Embodying Feminist Ethnography in South
India,6 Amy Allocco, Anya Fredsell

OMentoring Students in Research an
Heldt, et. al.

S . Top: Amanda Bingam
OMentoring Undergraduate Research Araujo 620, -ResleinV

gl’am,é Kel Iy Campbel I f T|ffany F CopenhagerLDenmark

oLinguistic FiTedrdmvoStkudyn Aab rSchaod tCo
Sofi Teitsort

0 En h a n c i-term Urdldrgraduate Research Experiences in Study Abrod
Curriculum Design and Mentor Devel

oDigital Me n t o r darnipg, and3dritcdlydEhgag8dcUndei- ¢
graduate Research: Case Studies fr
Alex Knott

ing Study Abroad back to Ca
ing, Researching and Exhibit

r

Teaching and Mentoring across Traditional Boundaries: Two Institutions,
Three Mentors, 10 Students, and On

Center for Research on Global Engagement, contact Maureen VanderResdsr at vanderma@elon.edu
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Faculty Spotlight

Amy Allocco UR Mentoring in Global Contexts: A Partnership with C

Amy Allocco, Associate Professor of Religious Studies and founding director of th
Multifaith Scholars program, has worked closely with CRGE since its inception. She
presented research on mentoring undergraduate research in global contexts alon
side other Elon faculty at the ISSOTL conference in Norwaygdited a special issue
of Perspectives on Undergraduate Research Mentoring, and currentlgamts the
CoP theme on mentoring undergraduate research with Higpact practices in glob-
al contexts. Additionally, Allocco has mentored several undergraduates who have
received CRGE grants, and she recently received the 2019 Ward Excellence in M
toring Award. Allocco is an ethnographer of South Asian religions whose research
focuses on vernacular Hinduism, especially contemporary Hindu ritual traditions 3
womends religious practices in the S
animated by interests in religious change inspired by the new social and economi
realities that characterize a globalizing South Asia, as well as narrative, everyday
religion, and gender in urban India.

Student Learning Gains Associated with a CURE Modulg
Global Context

Jen Hamel, Assistant Professor of Biology, received a CRGE Community of Pra
tice grant toexplore how uppetevel Shortterm Study Abroad (STSA) courses in
the life sciences may be customized to include a cehased undergraduate re-
search experience (CURE). Through her research, students from Elon Universit
spent Winter Term 2019 participating in a three week upgevel tropical field
biology course situated in three bioregions and cultural contexts within Panama.
She also collaborates with students and faculty from Dartmouth College, and sh
has been in dialogue with her collaborators abbotv to assess student learning
gains in research and cultural competency.

Safia Swimelar Creative and Academic Methods of Student Capstone L
and Study Abroad I ntegra

Safia Swimelar, Associate Professor in Political Science and Policy Studies, anag
lyzed the five past iterations of the International and Global Studies senior semi-
nar that shetaught. The focus of the research was on the multimedia capstone
project, but she also considered the course more broadly. The research goals wgie
twofold: first, to understand and assess the extent to which this capstone project
(and senior seminar course) allows students to meet the goals of the IGS major
and gives them opportunities to integrate their study abroad experience into thei
personal and academic learning; second, to contribute to the scholarship of teach
ing and learning in terms of understanding more about effective pedagogies for
global studies capstone project and helping students reflect upon, reinforce, and
integrate their study abroad experience into their reentry learning.

Center for Research on Global Engagement, contact Maureen VandesRexdsr at vanderma@elon.edu
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Contexts and Functions of Tremulation in Neotropical Katy

Alina |Iwan 0619, a Biology major, researc
dids alongside her research mentor, Dr. Jen Hamel. Through her grant, she traveled to theg
Republic of Panama to conduct field research at the Smithsonian Tropical Research Instit
During January 2018 and 2019, she initiated collaborations with researchers at Dartmouth
Coll ege, Cornell Uni versity, and the Mus
2019, she contributed to a round table discussion on a collaborative project at the Smithso
ian field station in Panama. She also presented elements of her research at the Annual Mq
ing of the Animal Behavior Society in Chicago, IL and the North Carolina Academy of Sci-
ences in Wilmington, NC. Through her research experiences, she has learned to share idg
across language and cultural barriers and to better understand her involvement in the glob
scientific community. This experience has inspired her to pursue a career in field research
opened her up to the possibility of conducting research at international destinations.

Mi gration and South I ndiaos
gious Change in Kerala

Kathryn Gerry 620, a double major in Pol
is studying Indian migration and migrant experiences alongside her research mentor, Dr.
Amy Allocco. Her project explores the social and economic histoienéla as well as the
South Indian styles of religious dress and sacred architecture. Gerry is spending the sum
of 2019 immersing herself in fieldwork in several South Indian communities.

Gerry became interested in her research project because of the way it combines her aread
academic interest, connecting the regional areas of Middle East and Asia with interreligiou
studies on a global scale by tracking flows of migration. Gerry plans to continue her resea
as she enters her senior year at Elon.

Fixed Time: An Obje®tr i ent ed Approach
Di fesa Dell a Razza

Lindsay Mal dar.i 619, an Art History and
grant to fund independent research in Rome to support her Honors thesis, mentored by Dr|
Evan Gatti. She visited multiple archives which housed the Fascist publications that she st
ied, explored a number of museum exhibits related to Holocaust memory, and visited Fasg
architectural and historical sites. She also spoke with a number of locals and found that the
individualized conversations shaped her research more than she could have hoped. Overd
her experience deepened her appreciation for global learning, as she came to appreciate
much she was able to augment the quality of her research over the span of just one week
cultural immersion. In the spring of 2019, Maldari presented elements of her research at th
UNC Greensboro Honors Symposium, NCUR, SURF, and Life at Elon. She hopes to have
the opportunity to return to Italy for further field research in future graduate studies.




Luz Regina
Mendoza

Taylor Garner

Iwan (left) and mentor Jen
Hamel at a conference

The Effectiveness of VSLA Programs in Refugee Settlem¢
Northern Uganda

Luz Regina Mendoza, 819, an Econo mandsociama
impacts of participation in Village Savings and Loan Associations (VSLAS) on South Sud3
refugees and host citizens in Northern Uganda for her Honors thesis. Alongside mentor D
Steve DeLoach, she collaborated witmorrgovernmental organization called Seed Effect to
assess the impact of their VSLA program. She found that refugees tend to borrow more, 4
cifically on school fees, than noafugees. Furthermore, an increase in the amount that par
ticipants are allowed to save in each period decreases the ability for many participants to
and borrow, limiting the positive impact of the VSLA. The results suggest that Seed Effect
could increase their impact by limiting the value of each share chosen by savings groups.
Through her CRGE grant, she was also able to travel to Uganda to complete her researc
the spring of 2019, Mendoza presented aspects of her research at the Eastern Economic
sociationdés annual conference in New Yor
graduate research journddsues in Political Economy.

Womends I ntergenerational

Tayl or Garner 8620, an International and
expand her Honors thesis, entitled 0Wome
Palestine, 6 alongside mentor Dr. Sandy
women play as receptacles and transmitters of memory during historic episodes of violend
particularly during the military dictatorship of 1976 in Argentina. As part of her CRGE
grant, She is spending the summer of 2019 conducting research in Tel Aviv, Israel, where
she will meet with women living in Palestine to hear their stories of political violence.
These collective memories have long been suppressed, and this project aims to bring the{
womends stories into the |imelight. The
nerds final Honors thesis, which she wil

In addition to completing her research during her senior year at Elon, Garner also looks
forward to presenting elements of her research at the American Association of Geographe
in the spring of 2020 and various researt

AT
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Gerry (right) and mentor Amy
Allocco (center) in India

i s 1 TR
Mendoza visits a community in Northern Uganda
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Prague, Czech Republic

Students visit Valley of the Temples, Sicily during WT 20

Center for Research on Global Engagement

ELON UNIVERSITY

Ghana WT Trip

Center for Research on Global Engagement, contact Maureen VandesRexdsr at vanderma@elon.edu




