
*If the election for United States Senator from North Carolina were held 

today, who would you vote for?

52%

39%

6%

2%

1%

Roy Cooper (D)

Michael Whatley (R)

Undecided

Shannon Bray (Libertarian)

Michael Dublin (Green)

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026*Likely voters responses; margin of error: +/-4.9%



*Regardless of how you personally plan to vote, who do you predict will 

win the upcoming U.S. Senate election in North Carolina?

59%

27%

14%

Roy Cooper (D)

Michael Whatley (R)

Unsure

*Likely voters responses; margin of error: +/-4.9%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



*In the NC U.S. Senate campaign advertising you have seen so far, have 

you seen more negative ads about Michael Whatley or Roy Cooper?

27%

19%

42%

11%

Roy Cooper (D)

Michael Whatley (R)

About the same about each candidate

Haven't seen very many ads

*Likely voters responses; margin of error: +/-4.9%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



N.C. adults who have heard “a great deal” or “some” about the two 

candidates running for United States Senator from North Carolina? 
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Roy Cooper (D)

Michael Whatley (R)

N.C. adults; margin of error: +/-4.03%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



Those saying it is “absolutely certain” or “very likely” they will vote in this 

November’s election in NC:

80%

84%

89%

72%

All registered voters

Republicans

Democrats

Independents

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



What method do you plan to use to vote in the November elections?

56%

31%

7%

3%

3%

In person - early voting period

In person on election day

Vote by mail

Unsure

Do not plan to vote

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



55%

63%

56%

48%

All registered voters

Republicans

Democrats

Independents

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Those saying they are “very” or “somewhat” confident this year’s election 

process overall will be fair:

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



Those saying they are “extremely” or “very” excited about the idea of 

voting in this November’s election in North Carolina?

52%

55%

65%

40%

All registered voters

Republicans

Democrats

Independents

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



How important do you think this November’s election is for real-world 

outcomes in your own life?

54%

29%

4%

3%

Extremely important

Somewhat important

Somewhat unimportant

Very unimportant

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



Are these aspects of life better, worse or the same as two years ago?

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

Economy Overall

Cost of Living

Crime Rates

Healthcare 

National Unity

Technology

Environment

Worse than 
two years ago

Better than 
two years ago

The same as 
two years ago

North Carolina poll: October 2026
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24%

47%

17%

9%

24%

11%

9%

43%

11%

16%

13%

33%

33%

23%

25%

35%

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



How important is a candidate’s political party in your voting decisions for 

these offices?

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

Office High importance Medium importance Little/no importance

U.S. House of Representatives 75% 14% 8%

North Carolina General Assembly 59% 25% 11%

County Sheriff 49% 32% 17%

County Commissioners 47% 31% 12%

Local School Board 51% 25% 20%

State Supreme Court 71% 18% 7%

Local Judge 54% 29% 15%

District Attorney 53% 31% 12%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



Do you approve or disapprove of the job Donald Trump is doing as 

President of the United States?

57%

34%

10%

Disapprove

Approve

Unsure

N.C. adults; margin of error: +/-4.03%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



Do you approve or disapprove of the job Donald Trump is doing as 

President of the United States?
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Disapprove

Approve

N.C. adults; margin of error: +/-4.03%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



If you were to learn a political candidate is endorsed by President Trump, 

would you be more likely or less likely to vote for that candidate, or 

would it not make much difference?

25%

43%

26%

6%

More likely to vote for candidate

Less likely to vote for candidate

Does not make much difference

Unsure

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



Does President Trump’s promise to give a $5,000 dividend to every U.S. 

citizen if Republicans maintain control of both houses of Congress make 

you more or less likely to vote for Republicans in the upcoming 

election? ?

16%

30%

50%

3%

More likely to vote for Republicans

Less likely to vote for Republicans

Makes no difference

Unsure

Registered voters; margin of error +/-4.44%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026



Do you approve or disapprove of the job Pete Hegseth is doing as Secretary 

of Defense/Secretary of War?

46%

27%

28%

Disapprove

Approve

Unsure

N.C. adults; margin of error: +/-4.03%

North Carolina poll: October 2026

Source: Elon University Poll of N.C. adults, Sept. 29-Oct. 8. 2026
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